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However, new colours are now being 

manufactured and imported into New Zealand.

Beverage and food bottles and jars ONLY. 
We call this ‘container glass’. Recycled container  
glass is often referred to as CULLET.

Separating recycled container glass 

by colour allows O-I New Zealand (O-I NZ)  

to ensure that new bottles match the colour  

standards required by its customers. 

Cullet is a valuable raw material, but only  

if it is NOT contaminated. Poor storage can risk 

contaminating cullet even AFTER it has  

been collected and well sorted.

Glass needs to be sorted into THREE colours:

AMBER GREEN CLEAR

How to sort these imports? 

•	 Pinks go with AMBER
•	 Blues go with GREEN 
•	 Pale greens go with GREEN

We put amber cullet into the recipe when we’re making 

amber glass, green cullet into green and clear cullet 

into clear. This gives us the best opportunity to use 

high percentages of cullet in every batch of glass  

we make.

The best way to store cullet is  

colour-separated in concrete bunkers  

with a large concrete apron to prevent  

stones and other rubble – often found  

in a yard – making their way into  

the cullet pile.

Concrete bunkers are expensive and often the volumes being 

collected do not warrant such a large investment. In these situations 

we recommend bin storage. Every collector site is different and the 

key objective is to ensure cullet is protected from contamination once  

it is back in your yard.

Many products are imported or packaged 
with full sleeve labels, so at first glance  
it can be difficult to determine the colour. 

Check the base of the bottle or  
look inside the neck. If you can see 

through the glass then it can be recycled in our 
process. If you can’t see through the glass, it’s  
not recyclable in our process. REMOVE AS MANY  
CAPS AND LIDS AS POSSIBLE.

Storage and loading options will also depend on the equipment available  
on-site, whether that is a forklift, loader or telehandler. O-I NZ has 
experience in working with a variety of situations. Collectors and 
processors can contact us for advice and guidance.

If you transport cullet by road, then it might be possible to store it in large skip bins which can then be emptied into  
a truck and/or truck and trailer unit. Before loading the cullet it is vital to ensure that the truck and/or trailer has  
been thoroughly cleaned. Where possible, all loads should be covered.

If you ship your cullet in containers, then your bin storage system needs to be flexible enough to enable quick and 
efficient loading of cullet into containers.

DO NOT crush cullet before transporting. We understand the need to get freight efficiency and some breakage is acceptable,  
but crushing the cullet will mean it no longer meets the O-I NZ Purchase Acceptance Standard.

Glass is more valuable to the end market 
if it is colour-separated at the source.

ANYTHING that’s not a food or 
beverage bottle or jar including:

•  Light bulbs and fluorescent tubes

•  Pyrex dishes and ovenware

•  China and crockery – cups, saucers, plates

•  Drinking glasses

•  Window glass

•  Opal glass (creamy-white – looks like  
	 porcelain)

•  Glass bricks and mirrors

•  Medical and laboratory glass containers

•  TV tubes and computer screens

•  Vases and ornamental glass items

•  Stone, gravel and dirt

If these materials are introduced into the  
manufacturing process, they will cause  
production problems and defective containers.
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public
drop-off

Public drop-off facilities can be a challenge 
and an opportunity. If you are happy for the public to  

sort their own bottles and jars, then we recommend good signage 

with clear instructions to assist them in making the best decisions 

about colour and whether the glass they are recycling is actually  

a container.

Many drop-off centres prefer to have the public place their bottles 

and jars on a sorting table, with a staff member on-hand to sort 

the containers into skip bins. This gives them greater control over 

colour-sorting and preventing contamination. Signage that is easy 

to read and understand will help educate your recycling public.

Some collection centres find it is useful to have a bin available  

(often adjacent to the bottle and jar recycling bins) where the  

public can put glass that is NOT recyclable.

Ensure you have clear signage 
around public recycling  
drop-off centres. Education  

is the key to saving your team’s  
time and preventing contamination.

Glass bottles and jars are an integral part of any community 
recycling programme. They are 100 percent recyclable and can 
be recycled endlessly with no loss in purity or quality.

Recycling glass containers saves energy, conserves the planet’s 
resources, and diverts this valuable commodity from landfill.  
Today’s consumers expect glass to be included in their local 
recycling programme.
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